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The neighborhood bottle pickers Henrietta Koning
Meet Guetan, a bottle picker who includes Rosedale in his route. A short, softspoken but articulate man in his 50’s with a slight French Canadian accent, Guetan
has been a picker for several years. He says a lot of men who are in the bottle
picking business are like him. “We like to be by ourselves. We are kind of nonconformists,” he says, adding that walking up and down alleys looking for
refundables gives him time to think. “Most of us are not thieves, not alcoholics nor
drug addicts. We don’t bother anyone.”
Guetan, who has travelled across Canada 22 times, prefers the unencumbered
independent life and actually gave up a fledgling business he was running to go
back to bottle picking. He recalls the first day he picked in Rosedale, three months
ago. “I made $22,” he chuckles.

October 31, Monday


Hallowe’en

November 1, Tuesday


Rosedale Community
Meeting, 7:30 pm

The Rosedale Reporter is
published ten times per year
by volunteers of the
Rosedale Community Assn.
Deadline for submissions is
the 15th of the month.
Please keep submissions to
300 words or less as space is
limited. Submissions and
photos from community
residents are welcomed and
appreciated!
Rosedale.reporter@gmail.com

The economic recession is hitting bottle picking too. A year ago it was easy for him
to make $40 a day in Calgary, no cart, just carrying crushed plastics and cans in
garbage bags over his shoulders that took less than a morning to find. Now he
spends 14 hours over a two-day period scouring Rosedale bins and around North
Hill Shopping Centre, cashing in an average of $34 worth of bottles.
Michael, a friendly 50-year-old bottle picker in Sunnyside who uses a cart so he can
pick glass too, has noticed an increase in the number of people picking in the last
year. The days where he could make $150 a night are gone. Now if he gets his cart
fully loaded with glass, he can make $20. “I know I can eat that day at least. I don’t
do drugs and I don’t drink.” And he sleeps usually in front of a commercial
establishment where he feels safer. He checks out the back alley bins in Hillhurst
Sunnyside three times a day seven days a week. If he can afford it, he pays $11 to
have a shower at a truck stop in the northeast.
Both men agree, in the words of Guetan, “for the most part, those who pick are
courteous and kind,” and on the other end, they find that most residents tolerate
bottle pickers and support their work. “I know 40 neighbours,” says Michael, “and
one lady gives me lunch on a regular basis.”
However, on a negative note, most bottle pickers in Calgary will agree that
Calgarians are not recycling. “Open up their blue bin, it’s empty. And the garbage
bin is overflowing,” says Michael. This is why garbages get rifled through.
(Continued next page…)
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The Neighborhood Bottle Pickers (continued from previous page)
If a picker detects recyclables, he needs to open the bag to get them out and in the
process some garbage gets strewn on the ground. An unscrupulous picker will leave
the garbage on the ground along with the lids taken off plastic containers that need
to be removed so the picker can flatten the jug. This is what gives bottle pickers a
bad reputation according to both men who like most bottle pickers, clean up after
themselves and close bin lids behind them.
Guetan acknowledges that there is a bylaw stating it is illegal to go into bins but he
says for those who survive on bottle picking, “If you take that away, crime and shop
lifting will increase.” And more recyclables will end up in already overflowing
landfills. They also believe that the presence of garbage pickers who are out in the
early morning, is a deterrent to would-be thieves breaking and entering garages.
Some advice from your neighborhood bottle pickers
 Remove caps and bottle tops - they might end up strewn around the alley by
careless pickers. Bottle depots toss them.
 If you have the time, crush refundable cans, cartons and plastic containers.
 Put all materials that can be recycled and refunded into the blue bin.
 Do not leave garbage bags with cans and bottles in your backyard in sight. Some
pickers may enter your yard and take them.
 Be aware before Bottle Drive time! Innocent residents place their bags in the
front yard or on their verandah or in the back yard the night before pick-up.
Bottle thieves see the advertising and are on the spot early in the morning.
Some of these thieves actually drive by in vans.
 Be aware of strangers biking up and down alleys with a duffel bag on their
handlebars, not collecting bottles. They may be casing garages. It’s good to be
vigilant at all times.

Guetan and his morning haul

Did you Know?
Safeway and the bottle depots
have an agreement that allows
pickers to leave their carts at the
depot who will return them to
Safeway.
You can hang 8 big garbage bags
full of crushed refundables on a
cart fully loaded with bottles. The
weight according to Michael is
between 250 to 300 pounds and
can bring up to $250 depending
on the contents.

Rosedale Classified and News
 Looking for great deals on gently used children and baby items? Have some items of your own to sell or
donate? Rosedale Playschool will be hosting our annual Tiny Treasures Sale on Saturday, October 15, 2016 from
9am-2pm at the Rosedale Community Centre (901 11 Ave NW). Email rosedale.tiny.sale@gmail.com for more
information or to sign up as a vendor. Additional event info available on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/rosedaleplay/.
 Guitar Lessons from an experienced guitarist at convenient, well equipped Rosedale home music studio. Beginner,
intermediate. All genres of music, according to your interest and ability. Can combine some singing and playing if
that is your interest. Recording facility available so you can see how you sound – great way to learn. A chance to use
and develop your talents, you’ll be glad you did. Retirees more than welcome (great activity) and any others (young,
teen, middle aged, whomever). Don’t put it off any longer, playing and further developing yourself on the guitar is
exhilarating and a lot of fun!! $40 per hour. Call John: 403-284-0577.
 Monthly Community Volunteer Wanted
The position for Westside Captain is open. The position involves a couple of hours once a month. Some walking is
required and best of all no meetings. Contact Deana at deana.michtich@outlook.com or phone 403-276-7426.
 Mark your calendars! The 2016 Rosedale Christmas Craft Fair will be held on Saturday, November 5th from 10 am –
3 pm at the Rosedale Community Hall. If you are interested in being a vendor, please contact Jan Hammerlindl
@ jhammerlin@shaw.ca.
 Interested in joining a Women's Bible Study group? Call Henrietta Koning at 587-586-1987
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October is Community Membership Month: Creating a
small town feel in the big City!
Rosedale Community Association (RCA) is a volunteer organization that works
hard to meets the diverse needs and interests of the residents within this active,
vibrant inner-City community. The Rosedale Community Centre, which houses
the RCA, also includes the outdoor rink, tennis courts, playground & soccer fields.
Your membership fee supports the community hall, newsletter, programs, social
events.... so many valuable community initiatives that help make Rosedale a
special place to live. It is also the home of CALL (Calgary Association of Lifelong
Learners), which provides many interesting programs at the hall. As a member,
you’ll have say in your community association’s priorities in programming, spending & development and will be kept
informed through the newsletter, email communication & website www.myrosedale.info .It provides many programs
such as community soccer, tennis, yoga, as well as organizing social events and activities.
Rosedale is fortunate to have neighbourhood canvassers going door-to-door selling community memberships, which is
one of the reasons we have one of the highest community membership participations in the City. All of this for $25
(family) a year!
Watch for your local block representative neighbor in October and please support your community association.
Memberships: Family $25.00

Single $15.00

Senior (65+) $5.00/household

*cheques are payable to the Rosedale Community Association (RCA)
Questions? Please call Marnie Worbets (282-6921).
** Volunteer opportunity: Help us by canvassing a block. We have a few blocks without canvassers. If you could help,
please email Marnie @ marnie-jo@shaw.ca. Thanks.

Rosedale Arts and Craft Fair
When: Saturday, November 5, 10 am - 3pm Where: 901 11th Avenue NW
Come out and shop from talented local craftspeople. You'll find locally sourced, quality handmade
goods such as pottery, jewelry, natural soaps and body care, photography, crochet, quilts,
ornaments and much, much more. Admission is Free! Parking is Free! Bring your family and
friends... Hope to see you all there! Contact rosedalecraftfair@gmail.com for further information.

October’s HIP (previously HIPKids) Project: “Make a Peace Card”
The men and women of the Canadian Forces have demonstrated time and again that they will rise to any challenge. Let
your Canadian Forces members know you appreciate their service by sending a card of thanks with an encouraging
message of gratitude or hope. Use post card size paper and decorate it with a drawing or collage of happy things.
You can also make an Izzy doll out of fabric or you can knit one. While serving during three peacekeeping missions,
Corporal Mark Isfeld gave children knitted toy dolls. After he died following a landmine explosion, Isfeld's unit asked his
mother Carol to keep knitting and sending the dolls. She made them for the next thirteen years until she passed away in
2007. Today you can find the pattern online and make one too!
(http://www.veterans.gc.ca/public/pages/remembrance/information) We will collect the “Izzy dolls” and send them
with the Peace Cards for the soldiers to pass on to the children in the countries they are stationed in. These cards will be
collected and mailed (through the Canadian Armed Forces) to the men and women stationed in the Middle East.
If you have any donations, please e-mail us at marnie-jo@shaw.ca or call Marnie @ 403-282-6921. Please visit
www.behip.ca for more information. Humanity In Practice is a movement of Calgarians who want to simply make a
difference.
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Crime Prevention Tips for Rosedale Henrietta Koning
The most frequent crimes in Rosedale involve property offences - breaking into garages, homes or vehicles, according to
Constable Glenn Pedersen, Rosedale’s Community Resource Officer. Last month the only reported property violations
were two attempted and two forced break and entries into garages.
Rosedale is one of the safest neighbourhoods in Calgary, “a bit of an oasis”, says the constable. “There’s a strong
network of neighbours and that gets people involved”. He says one of the best ways to prevent crime on our property is
get to know our neighbours and watch out for each other. And “if you notice something that makes you suspicious
enough to think about it, do not hesitate to call the police.” They will come and investigate, no problem. (Report any
suspicious behaviour to the Calgary Police Service at 403-266-1234 and if you witness a crime in progress 911.)
The existence of illegal encampments in Calgary is a problem that is not going away says Constable Pedersen, including
camps that sometimes pop up at the bottom of McHugh Bluff. It’s illegal to erect a tent or structure or camp in a city
park and residents are asked to report violation of this bylaw as soon as possible by calling 311, says City of Calgary
Peace Officer Jody St. Pierre. He cautions residents not to take the initiative to clean up abandoned camps since there
may be needles and other hazards. Again, call 311 and a City Parks crew with the gear and knowledge will do the cleanup. “Not all camps have this problem (of needles)” he says, “the main thing is we don’t want anybody getting hurt.”
Wondering if having a fire pit in your backyard is legal? Peace Officer St. Pierre says it is against the law to burn garbage
in your backyard but fires in a fire pit are okay as long as you only burn dry untreated wood between the hours of 10 a.m.
and 1 a.m., and you follow Calgary’s fire pit bylaws. See: calgary.ca/firepits
Peace Officers enforce most of the city bylaws and are completely separate from the Calgary Police Service (CPS).
Constable Pedersen who is a member of the CPS looks after five communities including Rosedale and is based in the
District 3 office at the intersection of 14 Street and John Laurier Boulevard NW. If you have a security issue that is not of
an urgent nature that you wish to discuss with him, you can leave a message for him at the Complaint Line, 403-2661234.
For crime prevention advice including a good Home Security Checklist visit Federation of Calgary Communities:
https://calgarycommunities.com/our-services/building-safe-communities/virtual-resource-centre/

Identifying Solutions to Transportation Issues – big and small
– City Councillor Druh Farrell
As a large urban centre in a prosperous country, Calgary continues to mature and develop. To
keep up with the pace of this perpetual growth, it is important for the City of Calgary to make
investments in transportation infrastructure like streets and public transit.
Large projects like the Green Line LRT and the Crowchild Trail Study get most of the attention,
since they will move many thousands of Calgarians across the city. It is important though that
we don’t forget about smaller investments that can make positive differences for local residents
and their communities.
With this in mind, my staff and I joined the City’s General
Manager of Transportation and members of his team for a
tour of Ward 7. The purpose of this tour was to identify
small transportation issues in communities across Ward 7,
and to begin working on solutions. We identified certain
fixes that could be implemented quickly, as well as more
significant projects for the future.
We noted instances where the design of various
intersections made it less safe for all road users. One
example was at 19 St and John Laurie Bv NW in Triwood,
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where higher visibility crosswalks and better lighting were identified to improve the safety of people walking through
the area. In Sunnyside, we saw that a new crosswalk at Memorial Dr and 9 St NW would improve walking and cycling
access to the Bow River Pathway and Downtown. Work on that crossing will be complete in Fall 2016.
We also noticed that several stretches of sidewalk along 16 Av NW, from Mount Pleasant to Banff Trail, were patch
works of uneven concrete and asphalt. Weed maintenance was an issue as well. These are cosmetic issues that can
improve an area by making them more pleasant and accessible for local residents. The weeding was quickly completed
and sidewalk repair was identified as future work. Elsewhere along 16 AV, between Rosedale and Capitol Hill, we saw a
need to improve awareness between those driving and cycling at the busy 10 St NW intersection. Inexpensive green
conflict paint was soon added across the turn lanes as a result.
In areas seeing redevelopment, we noticed several instances of construction projects impeding access for people
walking. In East Village, we found construction hoarding blocking entire sidewalks. This is a serious concern for a
community with high numbers of residents with mobility challenges. The hoarding issues were quickly corrected and we
secured a commitment from city staff to ensure that sidewalks are more consistently kept clear and safe during
construction.
These are just a few examples of issues we identified. If you see concerns such as these in your community, be sure to
call 3-1-1 or go online to www.calgary.ca/311. To learn more about this and other Ward 7 topics, visit
www.druhfarrell.ca. To sign up for updates on key issues, please email ward07@calgary.ca.

October is here, the Month of Fire Prevention Week October 9-15th
Don’t wait, check the date!
If a fire occurs in your home, we, as firefighters know firsthand that only a WORKING smoke alarm can alert you. Smoke
alarms that are older than 10 years old may not work when you need them most, so check the date on the unit, if it is
older than 10 years old, replace it!
If there is no date, and it appears to be older than 10 years old, replace it. (even if it is hard wired)
Other simple reminders:
• check every detector monthly by pushing the test
button

• you should have a smoke alarm on every level of your
home

• change the battery annually (some now have ten year
batteries)

• many smoke alarms will “chirp” when the battery is
low or when the alarm has reached its lifespan

• you need to be able to hear the beep when you sleep
If the alarm does go off, your family can initiate your home escape plan. For additional information on escape plans, visit
Calgary.ca/CSPS/Fire

Meal Exchange: Trick or Eat
Want to make a difference this Halloween? Dress up in costume and come join Meal Exchange as we go door-to-door
collecting non-perishable food items for the Calgary Interfaith Food Bank and the SU Campus Food Bank.
We will be meeting on October 31st at 4:00pm in the MacEwan Ballroom and the event will generally wrap-up by 8:00pm
for trick-or-eaters. If you’re interested, please register at trickoreat.ca under “Locations” and join “University of Calgary
Meal Exchange”. If you would like to go out with a specific group, please specify your group name
when prompted. Come in costume!!
If you are super eager and would like to help us flyer routes near campus from 10:00-1:00 or 1:004:00 on October 26th, (hot chocolate will be provided) please let us know or if you have any
questions, please email calgary@mealexchange.com.
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CALL Events: All events take place in the Rosedale Community Hall
and are free for Rosedale residents.
Latin American Issues Speaker Series Tuesday, October 4th, 1:30 – 3:00 PM
The Mexican Oil Expropriation of 1938.
CALL is co-sponsoring a new lecture series with the University of Calgary’s
Latin American Research Centre (LARC). This series of monthly lectures,
presented by professors and graduate students in LARC, will explore various
aspects of Latin American history and current issues. Each one-hour lecture
will be followed by a half hour for questions and discussion.
The October 4th presenter is Dr. Amelia Kiddle, Associate Professor of
Spanish American history and the Coordinator of the Latin American Studies
Program at U of C. Her presentation focuses on how the national oil
company PEMEX was formed and helped propel Mexico into the forefront
of state-led energy development in Latin America, and how this has evolved.
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CALL CAFÉ: Monday, October 17 , 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Yoga Classes
Yoga 4 Backs (Critical Alignment) with
Bridgette: Mondays, 7:30 pm to 8:30
Sept 12 to Dec 19 (No class Oct 10th or
31st). Drop-in: $12/class
Hatha Yoga with Sophie
Mondays, 9:30 am to 11:00 am
Sept 12 to Dec 19 (no class Oct 10th).
Drop-in: $15/class.
Wednesdays, 9:30 am to 11:00 am
Sept 7 to Dec 21. Drop-in: $15/class.
**Participants in Rosedale Community
Association (RCA) classes require a
valid Rosedale Community
Membership. Also, we require a
minimum number to sign up or the
class will not run.

Electoral Reform: A Primer; CALL Annual General Meeting (AGM) to Follow
(Members Only)
On the campaign trail in 2015, the federal Liberals promised to change the
electoral system before the next election. Only a small slice of the
electorate understands the advantages and disadvantages of the various electoral systems. Electoral rules are not
neutral: they determine which groups, parties, and interests are ruled into the policy-making process, and which are
ruled out. Before we choose a new system, we need to decide what we want to achieve.

Dr. Barrie, Political Scientist at the University of Calgary, will discuss the dissatisfaction with our current system and then
explore alternatives. No system is perfect so the presentation will lay out the pros and cons of other models.
Treks and Travels: Wednesday, October 19th, 7:30 to 9:00 pm
Cycling in Vietnam
Ken Myhre will share some of his Indochina experiences, focusing primarily on the 2016 trip to Vietnam. Cambodia and
Vietnam are visual, historical and culinary treats. There are endless attractions; the people are lovely; the food is
fantastic; the prices are suitable for any budget. To best sample this smorgasbord there is no doubt that you should just
get on a bike and meander down the road; your experiences will be unforgettable. Well to be truthful Ken doesn’t
always meander aimlessly while on his bike, but in two trips, 2008 and 2016, five months in Indochina yielded many
experiences.
Health and Wellness Speaker Series: Tuesday, Oct. 25th, 1:00- 3:00 pm
Implementation of Canada’s new assisted dying law in Alberta
Dr James Silvius BS (Oxon) MD. FRCP Medical Director, Seniors Health, Community Seniors, Addiction and Mental
Health. Team Lead for MAID Care Team (Medical Assistance in Dying) Care Coordination Service for AHS
Over the past 18 months medical assistance in dying has become legalized in Canada.In June 2016 Alberta Health
Services created a new department referred to as the MAID Care Team. Come and learn more about how this
department will offer services to patients who might wish to explore medical assistance in dying (MAID). Information
about this new service is also available on the Alberta Health Services, visit their website
at http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/info/page13497.aspx
Science & Environment Speaker Series: Wednesday, Oct 5, 7:30 – 9:00 pm
Kevin van Tighem, author of the recent book Heart Waters on the Bow River and its tributaries will speak about the
headwaters of the Bow River being at risk from poor management, logging and off-road vehicles.
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City of Calgary
What’s happening

More info

Healthy Halloween Treats? In lieu of
candy, give out Calgary Recreation
Halloween coupons. Coupons are
available online or in person at
recreation facilities through the month
of October. Get yours now!

calgary.ca/
recreation

Stop by a Main Streets information
session to review the tools and
techniques that will be used to prepare
Calgary’s main street areas for change.

calgary.ca/
mainstreets

Southland Leisure Centre Friday Night
Dance on October 28 from 7:15 – 10
p.m. Admission to the party includes a
dance lesson, opportunity to meet your
neighbours, social dance, and
refreshments. No partner required!

calgary.ca/
recreation

After 30 years, we’re rebuilding 17
Avenue S. so it can continue to serve
businesses and citizens for decades to
come.

calgary.ca/
17avenue

Learn about The City’s accessible
programs including accessible
transportation, accessible recreation
facilities and classes, assisted listening
devices and much more

calgary.ca/
accessibility

Leaf & Pumpkin
composting program
is underway!
Fall is in the air – and on the
ground. Bring your bagged
leaves and pumpkins to one of
our 35 drop-off locations
around the city until November
6. By composting this material it
stays out of the landfill, reduces
harmful greenhouse gas emissions and helps turn the leaves
and pumpkins into useful compost. We recommend using
paper yard waste bags as they can be composted with the
rest of the material. No sod or rocks please.
For a full list of Leaf & Pumpkin drop-off locations, please visit
calgary.ca/leaf

A park worthy of exploring
Home to the historical Lawrey Gardens, a seasonal cafe, four
playgrounds and two off-leash areas, Edworthy Park has
something for everyone. Bring your family and friends for our
free A Walk in the Park event on October 1 from 10 to 11:30
a.m. to discover (or re-discover) Edworthy Park. Come explore
its rich history, learn about the plants and wildlife in the area
and enjoy the breathtaking views of Calgary’s northwest and
beyond.

To participate, simply put on your walking shoes and meet at 5050 Spruce Dr. S.W. — no registration required!
Wheelchairs, strollers and park enthusiasts of all ages are welcome. Hope to see you there. For more information, visit
calgary.ca/parksevents.

What you might not know about indoor renovations
You’ve decided to develop your basement, install a fireplace or maybe renovate your kitchen. You might be asking
yourself, what permits do I need? How long will it take? What are the bylaw and code considerations?
Before you pay for materials, hire a contractor or do it yourself, let The City help guide you on permitting and inspection
requirements. We know the process can be confusing, but we’re here to
help answer your questions to ensure your project meets Alberta’s safety
codes and city bylaws. Visit calgary.ca/myhome for more information or
give our Planning Services Centre a call for any specific questions you may
have. (Planning Services Centre: 403-268-5311, Monday to Friday. 8 a.m. –
4:15 p.m.)
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Calgary Public Library
Bill’s Book Café: It’s the creation of a literary landmark. Join us for the launch of Bill’s Book Café with Bill Ptacek, CEO,
Calgary Public Library. Participants are encouraged to read the featured book and come prepared for a rich and lively
conversation. Watch for Bill’s Book Café at your community
library, but feel free to come to them all!
The first event features South East Calgary Communities Local
Luminary Tom Huffaker, VP Public & Government Affairs,
Imperial Oil and President, Imperial Oil Foundation, who selected
the first featured book: A River Runs Through It, and Other
Stories by Norman Maclean.
Quarry Park Library, Friday, October 28 | 7:00 pm
Author In Residence: Get inspired with the Library’s Micheline
Maylor!
Life Is Strange & Other Brave Leaps In Poetic
Impressionism
Central | Wednesday, October 5 | 6:30 pm
Poetry is non-linear in nature; its insights come in
flashes. Learn methods for building meaning in poetry
using leaps and pattern rather than linearity. Implicit
examples from poets John Wall Barger, Selima Hill, and
Don Coles.
Improve Your Style & Find Your Voice
Louise Riley | Tuesday, October 25 | 6:30 pm
Improve your writing at the sentence and line level by
learning the eight parts of speech and how best to craft
them, as well as self-editing techniques. Every kind of
writing will benefit.
Understanding Teens & Understanding Aging
Understanding Teens and Understanding Aging are two
important series presented by the Library in partnership
with Alberta Health Services. For full details, check the
September-October Library Connect, available in
libraries and at calgarylibrary.ca.

Rosedale Community Association Volunteer Board
President: Matthew Armstrong,
Matthew.armstrong.ma@gmail.com
Vice-President: Angela Kokott, akokott@shaw.ca; and
Tyler Hallman, tylerhallman@hotmail.com
Co-Treasurers: Dave and Deb Guebert,
treasurer@myrosedale.info
Secretary: Cindy Fyvie, cindyfyvie@gmail.com
Development Permits: Bob Moir, 403-289-1348
Hall Rental: Donna Anderson bdccanderson@shaw.ca
Hall Maintenance: Bill Wood, 403-862-0077
Hall Events Coordinator: John Tatlow, 284-0577
Membership: Marnie Worbets, 282-6921
Newsletter: Jennifer Edwards, Dawn Lewis, Henrietta
Koning. rosedale.reporter@gmail.com
RCA Life Cycle: David Paterson, 289-5677
Rink: Dave Guebert
Tennis: David Paterson
Traffic: Iain Campbell, icampbell@wkfamilylawyers.com
C.A.L.L.: Carol Gerein, 282-0672
Directors at Large: Jan Hammerlindl, Cathie Dadge

8

