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Dates
June 4, Sunday
•

Father’s Day

June 7, Wednesday
•

Rosedale Community
Association Board
Meeting, 7:00 pm

June 8, Thursday
•

Rosedale AGM, Beugin
Hall, 7:00 pm

Have a great summer!

Next newsletter and Board
meeting will be in
September.
The Rosedale Reporter is
published ten times per year
by volunteers of the
Rosedale Community Assn.
Deadline for submissions is
the 15th of the month. Please
keep submissions to 300
words or less as space is
limited. Submissions and
photos from community
residents are welcomed and
appreciated!
Rosedale.reporter@gmail.com

web: http://myrosedale.info
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A Woman Named Susie - Henrietta Koning
It turned out to be a $100,000 reprimand when a nun told Susie Messmer not to
wear pants to the Sunday church service. For years she had been a faithful
parishioner of this particular Catholic Church, but that Sunday, when Susie got
home, she dug out her will and crossed out the words deeding $100,000 to the
church.
She was only 13 years old when her father, a shoemaker, died in 1941. He and his
wife and Susie emigrated from Poland in 1930 and settled in Hillhurst. She wore a
purple dress to his funeral. The color purple carried such painful memories for her
that even decades after the funeral, she would tell her neighbours never to plant
purple flowers in their yards.
“Susie was very definite in her ways,” says Cindy Mitchell who with her husband Bob
Forman lived next door to Susie on Rosedale’s 8th Street for 27 years. In an
interview with the Rosedale Reporter they relate how throughout their relationship
with Susie, they assumed she was poor. She never bought new clothes, wearing the
same green coat for 20 to 30 years; she never upgraded the furniture or the car that
came with the house that she bought in 1969; she fixed her kitchen once and her
windows once and that was it for home improvements in the 46 years that Susie
lived in Rosedale. Bob even paid for her lawn care at times. Little did they imagine
that one day their ‘eccentric’ neighbour as they fondly call her, would leave over a
million dollars to the Calgary SPCA.
“I think she never got over being poor as a child,” reflects Bob, explaining that after
her father died, Susie and her mother were destitute. They had to move into a
church basement for the first year. Her mother, who never learned English, did
baking and sewing and Susie got a newspaper route. That’s how they survived.
After grade 12 Susie got a job as a telephone operator with Alberta Government
Telephones. “She was so great with numbers. She would recognize a voice and
remember the name and their phone number”, says Cindy. “She was a very bright,
very intelligent woman”. Later Susie worked as a receptionist with a legal firm where
she stayed till retirement.
Standing on the back deck of Cindy and Bob’s home it’s easy to look across to the
house where Susie lived till she died on August 26, 2015, age 87. There are no fences
…continued on next page
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…continued from previous page.
separating the two homes, just a shared driveway. Cindy chuckles as she recalls
how Susie’s mother who lived with her and never left the house, would peek out
the windows and keep an eye on the neighbours. Susie let her neighbours know
that she loved animals (she always had two or three dogs) but did not like children.
That was until the day Bob and Cindy’s toddler son climbed on her lap and said
“Susie, I love you”.
When Cindy, a medical doctor, had emergency calls, Susie “would come over in a
second” to look after her two boys. And she would look after the family’s
menagerie of pets when they were gone, feeding gerbils and lizards, a bird and a
Susie Messmer in her long-lived green coat
house rabbit. “She was like a grandmother, she was one of the family. She didn’t
have family but neither did we have family here (in Alberta)”. Sundays and all the
holidays, would find Susie having dinner at Cindy and Bob’s house. When Susie got too old to drive her old Rambler, Bob
drove her to church, took her shopping and both shared driving her to her appointments.
Susie’s world was small, it revolved around the street she lived on in Rosedale. She didn’t travel. She flew once to
Vancouver to hand over a document for her company at the airport, and then flew back. She never left Alberta again.
When she retired at age 60 she started taking care of her elderly neighbours, bringing them food and medicine. There
was Fred King who had eye surgery. He lived alone and Susie gave him his eye drops and looked after him till he died.
There was Emily who also was alone and Helen who suffered from dementia and once chased Susie with scissors. Cindy
lists off the almost one dozen neighbours she cared for. And she
delivered Meals on Wheels. “She lived to help people,” says Cindy,
Yoga Classes
plus “she looked after everybody’s pets.”
All levels of students are welcome! There is
There are more chapters in the story of Susie. Like the irony of the
no requirement to have taken yoga before,
fact that despite the generous legacy she left to the SPCA, they would
and classes may be joined at any time.
not guarantee Cindy, who became the executer of Susie’s estate, a
Yoga 4 Backs (Critical Alignment) with
Bridgette. Mondays, 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Continues until June 26th. Drop-in: $15/class
Hatha Yoga with Sophie
Mondays, 9:30 am to 11:00 am, continues
until June 26th; Wednesdays, 9:30 am to
11:00 am, continues until June 28th. Drop-in:
$15/class.
Summer Yoga:
Hatha Yoga with Sophie
Wednesdays, 9:30 am to 11:00 am: July 5,
12, 19, 26 and August 2, 9, 23, 30 (no class
Aug 16). Cost: $105/session or $15/drop-in

home for Susie’s 12 year old blind and deaf, seizure prone terrier.
(The dog was gladly accepted by an old age home for Boston Terriers
in Lethbridge) Or the fact that Susie also willed $100,000 to the Red
Cross, $10,000 to Canadian Blood Services and yes, $100,000 to
another Catholic Church.
The story of Susie Messmer is not just a story of a frugal woman who
left her fortune to the SPCA and others. Hers is a story of helping
neighbours, caring for people and pets on her street, of Bob and Cindy
caring for her, a story of remarkable neighbourliness.

2017 Community Memberships
2017 Community Memberships are available if you missed the
community membership canvasser.

$25/ family $15/single or $5/senior household
**Participants in Rosedale Community
Association (RCA) classes require a valid
Rosedale Community Membership.

Your membership fee supports so many valuable community
initiatives that help make Rosedale a special place to live. If you are
participating in a community program, you need to have a
membership. You can email marnie-jo@shaw.ca , drop off to 750
Crescent Rd, NW. or go to the Rosedale website:
https://myrosedale.info/
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Mark Your Calendar: Annual General Meeting
What: Rosedale Community Association Annual General Meeting
Where: In the Community Hall at 901, 11 Avenue NW. The meeting will
take place upstairs in the Beugin Hall
When: Thursday, June 08 at 7:00 PM
Who: All Rosedale Community Association members
This is your opportunity to hear from the Community Association Board
about the happenings over the past year. Each committee will give a brief
report. We will also receive an update from our City Councillor Druh
Farrell’s representative. At the end of the meeting we open the floor for
comments and questions from anybody present.
Interested in volunteering as a committee member? We would love to
hear from you after the meeting. Interested in volunteering on the board
of directors? Please contact a board members in advance of the AGM.

Friendly Reminder…
The dumpster beside the Community Hall is for the use
of the building only. Please do not throw your garbage
in the dumpster.

Community Clean-up a Success!
– Anne Thomson
Rosedale’s first Community Clean-up on April 30 was a big success. The
City guys said we did a great job as first-timers, and we can all take that as
a compliment. Community volunteers did traffic control, helped with
unloading organics and garbage, and ran a very busy freecycle area.
We removed about eight tons of waste in the City garbage and organics
truck, the three ton Cerebral Palsy truck left jammed full, we will be
donating about 18 boxes of books to Calgary Reads, and I can't imagine
how much "stuff" got repurposed, rather than going to the
landfill. Mike, an energetic young guy with a pickup truck, showed up part
way through the event and promised to come back for scrap metal, so we
began accepting metal and made quite a pile for him, which he loaded up
mile high on his truck and carted away. There was a lot of walk in - walk
out traffic; our neighbour Gord was bringing waste in his wheelbarrow
and taking AWAY bags of leaves for his compost. The event really felt like
"community". Thank you to all the volunteers for making this a great
success! (See photos from the event on page 7 of this newsletter).
Note, Community Clean-ups run throughout June and September at
various locations throughout the city. September 3rd there will be one in
Crescent Heights. Check the schedule at: Calgary.ca/cleanup
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Rosedale Classified & News
➢ Have you got an extra propane BBQ
in working order that you would be
willing to donate to the Community
Hall? Please contact Dave Paterson at
289-5677
➢ Rosedale Bible Study will be starting
up again in July and will continue to
meet every Monday at 2:30. All
women are welcome. Phone
Henrietta for details, 587-586-1987
➢ University Professor looking for
rental or house-sitting sabbatical
accommodations for herself and her
son who is training at the Calgary oval
and attending high school in Calgary
for the 2017/18 school year. They will
be in Calgary starting late July/early
Aug and will stay to the end of June
the following year. Looking for
apartment or well-lit basement suite
with 2 bedrooms, close to University
of Calgary or within short commuting
distance. Contact Kathy Lewis at 250564-1552 or kathy.lewis@unbc.ca.
➢ 28-year old qualified nanny with
everything in order to come to
Canada. Looking for employment with
seniors or children. Resume available.
If you know of a position, contact
Irene Huber (huber@ucalgary.ca) or
Darlene Hernando Luna
(Darlene_luna08@yahoo.com)
➢ Guitar Lessons from an experienced
guitarist at well equipped Rosedale
home music studio. Beginner,
intermediate. All genres of music,
according to your interest and
ability. Can combine some singing
and playing if that is your
interest. Recording facility available
so you can see how you sound – great
way to learn. A chance to use and
develop your talents, you’ll be glad
you did. Retirees more than welcome
(great activity) and any others (young,
teen, middle aged, whomever). Don’t
put it off any longer, playing and
further developing yourself on the
guitar is exhilarating and a lot of fun!!
$40/hour. Call John: 403-284-0577

HIP Projects - Marnie Worbets
Thank you to everyone in Rosedale who supported the various agencies by doing some of the 20162017 season of H!P projects (www.behip.ca). I am always amazed how generous this neighborhood
can be. The agencies greatly appreciated receiving the help.

Is that a tipi tucked away on the side of the bluff?
Actually, it’s a giant loom used to weave a King Arthur tapestry
created by the Upstream Forest School as a temporary installation
in response to the tales students heard about knights and ladies and
the round table. Aged four to six, once a week this children’s
classroom is the big outdoors from 9:30 to 3:30.
Teacher Lea Komaromi says education in the Forest School is very
experiential; learning comes from exploring and connecting with
nature. Forest Schools started in England after World War II but
have only arrived in Canada in the last ten years.
Congratulations on preparing the next generation of Friends of
McHugh Bluff!

Child from the Forest School in front of their 'tipi'

Invasive Weeds on McHugh Bluff – Rosedale Weed Warrior (Wayne Wegner)
Invasive weeds out compete and displace native plants and need to be controlled. Four of
the worst offenders on McHugh Bluff are goatsbeard, Canada thistle, baby's breath and
leafy spurge. The first three can be dealt with by hand pulling and/or root digging but leafy
spurge is both extremely deep rooted (eight metres down!) and defensively equipped with
an irritating, toxic sap so is best left to experts like the experimental herd of weed-eating
goats that was unleashed on Confluence Park last year by the City of Calgary. Oddly
enough, goats are not put off by the spurge's nasty sap and deem it a delicious delicacy.
Goatsbeard, my favourite annual nemesis, resembles a dandelion on steroids. Its showy
yellow flower-head beams forth in summer and eventually transforms into a giant pale orb
of windblown seeds dwarfing even the largest dandelion head. The best approach in
battling the biennial goatsbeard is to pull the flowering plant - roots and all - after the
ground is softened by several days of rainfall in June. If any of the stem or root is left in the
ground, the plant will simply regrow and go to seed later in the summer. They need to be
annihilated. Using gloves (and preferably old clothes) to avoid direct contact with the
goatsbeard's milky sap, grab the plant at the base of its stem and pull directly straight up. If
Top: Goatsbeard flower. the stem breaks off, try retrieving the root with a dandelion digger or similar tool. Then
Bottom: Goatsbeard
dispose of the brutes in a heavy-duty garbage bag.
gone to seed

Canada thistle and baby's breath can be controlled using the same techniques, ideally
before they go to full flower. Once these weeds become established on new sections of the bluff, they are difficult
to eradicate and can repopulate old areas that were cleared. The best defense is a good offence. It is extremely
important for all communities surrounding the bluff to work together to manage the weeds since windblown
seeds can travel a great distance. A hotspot left unchecked spreads quickly.
Friends of McHugh Bluff may be organizing "search and destroy" weeding events during the summer months but
please feel free to unleash some destructive power on your own. For more info on joining the blood/sap-thirsty
band of McHugh Bluff weed killers contact friendsofmchughbluff@gmail.com. Good picking!
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Development Permits Committee – Bob Moir
The last month has been quiet excepting an appeal of a proposed development that was heard by the Subdivision
Development Appeal Board (SDAB). The appeal board found in favour of the appellant. The SDAB decision will be
posted as SDAB2017-0023 on the CANLII website and will be able to be found by searching SDAB Calgary – decisions.
With the warmer weather coming upon us residents will begin to open their windows and
doors and the issue of dust and noise from construction sites will undoubtedly surface.
There are many projects currently under way within Rosedale and we hope that the
contractors working in the neighbourhood will abide by the rules regarding proper
handling of dust and noise. It is advisable to be aware of the bylaws and to have a good
relationship with the contractors. Please remember that these folks are just trying to get a
job done and a good dialogue with them is always the best way of handling possible
conflicts prior to their becoming a problem. If dust, smoke, or other airborne particulate
matter is emanating from a job-site near you – there are a couple of options:
1. Establish a friendly dialogue with the contractor with a reminder that dust should be contained onsite.
2. In the case of a persistent problem, or a disagreement, call 311 and make a complaint. The City operator will
require the address of the jobsite and a brief description of the problem. The City takes the issue of uncontrolled
jobsite dust seriously and generally, a Bylaw officer is dispatched that day to review the situation.
The Community Standards Bylaw 5M2004, Section 42 states:
Smoke and Dust: A Person shall not engage in any activity that is likely to allow smoke, dust or other airborne matter
that may disturb any other Person to escape the Premises without taking reasonable precautions to ensure that the
smoke, dust or other airborne matter does not escape the Premises.
It may be unreasonable to request that an entire property
be tented, but it is entirely reasonable to request that a
contractor wet down dry materials, enclose and work on
smaller portions of a project at a time, and close openings
on a new building to prevent the transport of airborne
matter off-site.

Richard Palibroda
Over 30 years of real estate
sales in Rosedale

Further reference to the Bylaw may be made by
accessing: www.calgary.ca/CSPS/ABS/Pages/Bylaws-bytopic/Nuisances.aspx

Calgary Fire Department Survey
Over the years, the services provided
by the Calgary Fire Department have
evolved to include more prevention
work and a broader spectrum of
enforcement and emergency response
services.
To help us better understand your needs and perceptions
as Calgarians and to identify areas for improvement, we
invite you to complete a short survey.
Visit calgary.ca/fire for the direct survey link.

Remax Real Estate (Central): 403-560-0061
palibror@telus.net
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Rosedale Playschool - Registration Update
Rosedale Playschool has opened spots in the 3 and 4 year old blended class on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
afternoons for the 2017/18 school year. The class was previously capped at 12 students but now with enough
interest expressed we will be opening up to a regular class size. Take advantage of this great time of day to send
your little one to playschool and enjoy the afternoon sun in our outdoor classroom, which is an integral part of our
learning environment. If you are interested in registering please visit www.rosedaleplayschool.com – the
registration link is active http://www.rosedaleplayschool.com/registration/.
Registrations for the remaining open spots in this class will be accepted on a first come first served basis and
students can come from outside of the community – so please tell your friends about this wonderful opportunity
to have their children learn in a Reggio inspired environment. Please note that there are a limited number of
spots for three year olds in order to maintain student/teacher ratios.

City of Calgary
Park n’ Play and Stay n’ Play:
These free, safe, supervised programs help children make new
friends and learn games and activities that they can use on their
path to healthy and active lifestyles. Programs run weekdays and
are weather dependant. For more info visit:
Calgary.ca/communitysummerprograms
Dates: July 3rd to July 7th Community & Address:
Hillhurst/Sunnyside, 211 7th St NW
Stay n’ Play: Ages 3Y to 5Y, 10 am to noon. Participants must be
accompanied by an adult/guardian
Park n’ Play: Ages 6Y to 12Y, 10 am to 3:30pm.

Green Cart Collection Start Dates: Green carts will
be rolled out by quadrant; the NW quadrant carts will be delivered July 3rd
to August 12th. Collection will begin the week of August 14th.
3 Things to do when your cart arrives:
1. Bring your cart up to your home. Carts will be delivered to the front
of your home. Bring your cart up to your home and store it in a safe
place (e.g. garage, against the side of your house).
2. Look inside the green cart. Everything you need to get started is
inside the cart. This includes:
- Kitchen pail and sample compostable bags.
- Sample paper yard waste bags for extra yard waste that doesn’t fit
inside the cart.
- Instruction guide and collection schedule.
3. Consult your collection schedule. The collection schedule inside your
cart explains when green cart collection starts in your quadrant along
with your new collection days and schedule. You can also find out
your collection days and sign up for free automated reminders at
calgary.ca/collection.
To learn more, visit calgary.ca/greencart.
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City of Calgary: What’s
happening

More info

Calgary Recreation is
Calgary.ca/
celebrating Seniors Week (June Recreation
6-12). As a token of our
appreciation, we are offering
free fitness classes for seniors.
For drop in times and locations
visit Calgary.ca/ Recreation.
The Youth Passport is coming
this summer! Unlimited
swimming, skating, and gym
activities for only $50.

Calgary.ca/
Youth
Passport

It’s skateboard season! For
Calgary.ca/
information on lessons, day
Skateparks
camps, skate jams, locations of
our mobile skateparks or the
locations of our new
permanent skateparks, visit
Calgary.ca/Skateparks.
Register your child for a
Calgary.ca/
summer nature adventure! Our ParksGuide
half- and full-day camps
explore bugs, birds, buds and
beyond using hands-on
activities and outdoor play.
Childcare is available.
Every year The City of Calgary
helps Calgarians celebrate the
seniors in their life by
promoting seniors week
activities and showcasing
programs aimed at helping
seniors in Calgary.

Calgary.ca/
SeniorsWeek

Several City-subsidized
Calgary.ca/
programs are available to those FairEntry
who qualify.

Calgary Public Library
School’s Out: 3 Things for Canada Party! We’re celebrating Canada and the launch of our Summer
Learning Program. Join us for games and food for the whole family. No registration required and all
ages welcome.
All Library Locations, June 17 | 10 am – 4 pm
Celebrate Canada Day! at Central Library: For the first time, Central Library will be open on Canada
Day and we invite you to join our indoor campfire, 150+ Acts of Reconciliation, LEGO construction
site, and storytimes throughout the day.
Central Library, July 1 | 10 am – 5 pm
#Read150: Canada 150—read 150 books in 2017! Pick up your free Great Reads 2017 reading guide
from any community library in Calgary. It’s chock full of incredible reading recommendations for
every member of your family. Visit calgarylibrary.ca or call 403.260.2600 to find out how you can
be entered to win great prizes just for reading!

Community Clean-up Photos:
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CALL Events: Here’s what is happening in the Rosedale Hall in June 2017. All events take place in the Rosedale
Community Hall and are free for Rosedale residents. There are also Speaker Series on different subject areas and some
small interest groups. Check the CALL website for more info: http://calgarylifelonglearners.ca
Science and Environment Speaker Series: Wednesday, June 7th, 7:30 – 9:00 pm
Advancing Canadian Wastewater Assets – Lee Jackson
Advances in medical science are allowing Albertans to live longer, healthier lives, but the growing presence of drugs and
related matabolites in waste water is challenging current wastewater treatment technologies. This Talk will present a
brief history of water treatment, global and national water challenges and water treatment technologies that may allow
water reuse options to provide more benefit from our current water supply.
Lee Jackson, Biological Sciences, University of Calgary, is Scientific Director for Advancing Canadian Wastewater Assets, a
partnership between the City of Calgary and the university that seeks to develop and evaluate new engineering
technologies to remove emerging contaminants from our municipal wastewater.
CALL Café: Monday, June 12th, 1 – 3 pm Calgary’s Stampede Queens – Jennifer Hamblin
Since 1946, Calgary’s Stampede Queens have played a
crucial role in the “greatest outdoor show on earth.”
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear local historian,
Jennifer Hamblin author of Calgary's Stampede Queens
(2014). She will discuss the origins and evolution of this
contest, profile its winners, and explore its continuing
significance to our city’s famous celebration of cowboy
culture.
Jennifer Hamblin has an MA in history from McMaster
University and Master of Library Science from the
University of Toronto. She works as a librarian and
archivist at the Glenbow Museum.
Treks and Travels: Wednesday, June 21st, 7:30 – 9:00
pm Ecuador – Neil Martin and Pati Roberts
Ecuador has it all; jungles, mountains, deserts and the
World Heritage Galápagos Islands. Neil and Pati will
share adventures from their 2016 trip to Ecuador. They
will take you from the shores of the Galápagos Islands
to hiking the Condor Trail in the Andes with a stop in
the rainforest near Mindo. Join us on June 21 to explore
this fascinating country.

Rosedale Community Association Volunteer Board
President: Matthew Armstrong,
Matthew.armstrong.ma@gmail.com
Vice-President: Angela Kokott, akokott@shaw.ca; and
Tyler Hallman, tylerhallman@hotmail.com
Co-Treasurers: Dave and Deb Guebert,
treasurer@myrosedale.info
Secretary: Cindy Fyvie, cindyfyvie@gmail.com
Development Permits: Bob Moir, 403-289-1348
Hall Rental: Donna Anderson bdccanderson@shaw.ca
Hall Maintenance: Bill Wood, 403-862-0077
Hall Events Coordinator: John Tatlow, 284-0577
Membership: Marnie Worbets, 282-6921
Newsletter: Jennifer Edwards, Dawn Lewis, Henrietta
Koning. rosedale.reporter@gmail.com
RCA Life Cycle: David Paterson, 289-5677
Rink: Dave Guebert
Tennis: David Paterson
Traffic: Iain Campbell, campbellcollablaw@gmail.com
C.A.L.L.: Carol Gerein, 282-0672
Directors at Large: Jan Hammerlindl, Cathie Dadge
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