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Once Upon a Time in Rosedale…

February 2017

Henrietta Koning

.…. There used to be a 7-hole golf course built by fathers and sons who dug and
leveled the old buffalo wallows of the prairie that once was Rosedale. They filled
the greens with a mixture of used motor oil and sand, and plunked an old jam can
in the middle for the cup. The Rosedale Golf Course was created in 1934, covering
the area from 7A St. west to 9th St. and from Crescent Road north to 14th Ave. No
need for man-made hazards what with all the gopher holes and telephone poles
and power lines. In fall the fathers would set fire to the prairie-turned-golf-course
and come spring, voila, the fairway was fresh and green and ready for action. By
1945 the post-war building boom took over Rosedale’s golf course.
….. The first commercial radio station in Western Canada was broadcast from the
Crescent Road hill in the early 1920’s. Two 100 ft. high log antenna poles towered
over Crescent Road around 6A St. Some wooden steps led down the embankment
to a tuning shack erected by W.W. Grant who had his studio in a home at 708
Crescent Road. A nearby resident claims he could hear sounds from the
broadcasting through certain pots and pans in his house. Later, Mr. Grant aired
Social Credit party leader William Aberhart’s broadcasts from his station, CFCN. The
programs helped usher the politician and his party into power in 1935. They held
the reins until 1971. One of the first group meetings of the movement had its start
(Rosedale Douglas Social Credit group) at a home on 616 Crescent Road. Premier
Aberhart was the principal of Crescent Heights High School from 1915 to 1935.
….. A church was erected in 1910 around 13th avenue and 6th street, for $1,500
using volunteer labour. In 1930 the home at 1617 - 5 Street NW was purchased for
a total of $5,000 including the lot. The house had an unobstructed view of the
Rockies. Meanwhile in 1934 the lot at 1339-7A Street was bought for $600. A 5room-with-bath bungalow was built for $6,130 plus $5 to put in a sidewalk. The
$6,735 home was purchased about ten years later by the Rotary Club who
furnished it and then turned around and raffled it off as a fundraiser. They made a
profit of $65,000.
….. Children did not have a school in their neighborhood until 1955. Instead they
attended classes at SAIT’s Heritage Hall where the west wing was set up in 1922 as
a demonstration school for a Teacher’s Training College called the Calgary Normal
Practice School. Many Rosedale households took in boarders, often girls attending
the Normal Practice School who back in 1933 would have paid about $20.00 a
month for a shared bedroom plus board, taking turns with the family for the one
and only bathroom.
….. When the water level of the Bow River would rise in spring, tap water could
sometimes become muddy and smelly. Some Rosedale residents claimed that mud
and dirt and even splinters of twigs would flow out the tap. Neighbors would line
…continued on next page
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…continued from previous page.
up at a natural spring where clear water gurgled out of the side of Crescent Hill through a
little pipe. Others would walk down 10th street and fill their buckets at an artesian well just
above Riley Park.
….. One of Calgary’s greatest war heroes described as “that flinty-eyed little dead shot from
Calgary”, lived on Alexander Crescent from 1933 until 1939 when he decided to sign up for
the RAF. Flying ace Willie McKnight, who attended Crescent Heights High school, was on his
way to becoming Canada's highest-scoring fighter pilot of the Second World War. Sadly, he
went missing in action in 1941. In 1967 the City of Calgary named McKnight Boulevard after
him.
Another Rosedale resident also had the honour of having a place named after him. Bragg
Creek is named after Albert Warren Bragg and his brother John Thomas Bragg who ran away
from home in Nova Scotia in 1894 when Albert was just 17. The two brothers homesteaded
in the Bragg Creek area. Eventually Albert moved to Rosedale into a house built in 1929 at Young Rosedale golfer at the
1310 – 5th street. He lived there till he retired in 1947.
corner of 14th Ave and 8th St NW
* All photos and the information contained in this article have been gleaned from the book, “Rosedale Stories: A
Community Remembers”, by Kate Reeves, former resident of Rosedale and active community association participant.Kate
started the book in 1993 as a result of a university class assignment and then the Rosedale Community Association
published it for their 50th Anniversary. Almost all of the residents in her stories have now passed away. Kate’s trademark
signature was, “The Last Homely House in Rosedale”, referring to the ever-increasing pattern of tearing down small
homes and constructing huge new homes. Today Kate resides in Calgary’s East Village. You can view the book on the
Rosedale Community Association website at:https://myrosedale.info/

(from right to left): Looking north from Alexander Crescent and 7A St in 1943. Skating at 14th Ave and 7th St NW. Back of homes on Crescent road
during a lightning storm. Vacant lots in foreground are Alexander Crescent, near 7A Street.

Rosedale’s First Community Clean-up
The City of Calgary Community Cleanup events save residents a trip to the landfill for items that do not fit in their waste
and recycling carts. This service is free of charge to all Calgarians. This year Rosedale will be hosting our first community
clean-up event: April 30th from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
The City supplies three packer trucks with crews (two for waste and one for organic materials). Leaves, branches, plants,
grass clippings and other yard waste (excluding sod) will be accepted for composting. Yard waste must be separate from
other items, and will be taken to one of the City's composting facilities.
This will be a great opportunity to do some spring cleaning! The City recommends that we have 15-20 volunteers at the
cleanup site to help guide vehicle and pedestrian traffic, answer questions and monitor the site so unacceptable items
aren’t disposed of or left at the cleanup site. We can also divert items in good shape away from the packer trucks to a
separate area and deliver those items to your local second hand store or set up a “free store” until the end of the day if
we enough manpower. If you can help with the event, please contact Anne: friendsofmchughbluff@gmail.com.
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2017 Community Memberships
2017 Community Memberships are available if you missed the community membership canvasser.

$25/ family $15/single or $5/senior household
Your membership fee supports so many valuable community initiatives that help make Rosedale a special place to live.
If you are participating in a community program, you need to have a membership. You can email marnie-jo@shaw.ca ,
drop off to 750 Crescent Rd, NW. or go to the Rosedale website: https://myrosedale.info/

February’s HIP Project: “Give a Box of Warmth”
This month, we are going to send a little winter warmth to the people who the Sheldon
M. Chumir Health Centre serve. Take a shoebox and decorate it. Then fill it with items
that someone struggling could use to help keep them warm & healthy during the cold
winter months. You can give a pair of warm gloves, a toque, or socks. You can also add
pocket warmers, hot chocolate packs, a travel mug, books, puzzle books, playing cards,
a gift card for food or coffee, personal hygiene items or a card wishing them well.
The Sheldon Chumir Health Centre is Canada’s largest integrated community health centre with over 40 health care
programs. The centre is designed to meet the health needs of those who work, visit and live in the inner-city
community.
If you have any donations, they can be dropped off on Marnie’s doorstep @750 Crescent Rd, NW. Please visit
www.behip.ca for more information. Humanity In Practice is a movement of Calgarians who want to simply make a
difference.

Information Session for Rosedale Residents: 16th Ave Redevelopment Plan
On Wednesday, February 8th, 2017 @ 6:30 p.m. at the Rosedale Community
Hall, personnel from the City of Calgary 16th Avenue North Urban Corridor Area
Redevelopment Plan (ARP) will host a drop-in information session. The purpose
of this information session is to communicate proposed changes to the ARP
that will be going before the Calgary Planning Commission on February 23rd.
These changes address two topics:
1. To implement City Council directed change for the node at the SE corner of
16th Ave & 10th Street N.W. to allow the three properties not owned by the
City to now be able to redevelop independently of the City owned site on the SE
corner. The draft policy still encourages a comprehensive development
proposal.
2. Staff effort to clarify design guidelines to better align with the Land Use Bylaw and reduce difficulty for people
interpreting the design guidelines.
The website containing the current document can be found at www.calgary.ca/16ave

Rosedale Playschool
If you have children of preschool age, consider enrolling them at our wonderful, Reggio inspired playschool. Registration
for the 2017-18 school year at Rosedale Playschool will be facilitated through an online process onFebruary 8,
2017 starting at 6 am. Visit our webpage (www.rosedaleplayschool.com) for more information regarding the registration
process and to learn more about our school. If your children are not yet eligible or you are interested in our school for
future years, feel free to follow us on social media: facebook (http://www.facebook.com/rosedaleplay/) and instagram
(@rosedaleplayschool).
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Save the Date: Traffic Study

Yoga Classes
Councillor
Farrell, The City
of Calgary and
Calgary Police
Services invite
you to attend
the WARD 7
TRAFFIC SAFETY
MEETING.

DATE: Thursday, February 16, 2017, 6:30pm-8:30pm
LOCATION:To Be Determined – stay tuned! We are confirming a
venue in Ward 7
GOAL: Create a forum to discuss and raise awareness of traffic safety,
and to take actions based on citizen concerns on a specific topic.
The City is dedicated to keeping our streets safe for users of all modes
of transportation. Based on feedback from attendees, the Roads
Department will research and recommend specific engineering
measures that could be applied where issues exist. For more
information and latest details, visit
www.calgary.ca/Transportation/Roads/Pages/Traffic/Traffic-safetyprograms/Traffic-safety-ward-meetings.aspx

Development Permits Committee – Bob Moir
Once again, the past month has been a relatively slow month for our
committee. We have had one new Contextual development come to
our attention after City planning department approval. This new
home is at 1402-6A Street and it is covered under development
permit DP2016-3682. The City has advised us that the neighbours
have been notified of this pending development. If any nearby
residents wish to view the plans we do have a set on 11” x 17” format.
Please note once again that this proposal has already been approved.

Canadian Cool – City Councillor Druh Farrell
Even with Calgary’s fairly mild winters, many
dread the snow and the cold, choosing to
squirrel away indoors. But what if we did not
shy away from winter? What if we celebrated
the season and embraced our cold climate?
There are many ways to live healthy, active,
and social lives in winter that do not require
leaving the city for the mountains or hitting
the indoor gym.
Here are a few ideas that Calgary and other winter cities are
exploring:
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No experience needed to participate and
you can walk to class!
Yoga 4 Backs (Critical Alignment) with
Bridgette. Mondays, 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Jan 2 to April 24 (no class April 17). 16
classes. Cost: $160/session. Drop-in:
$15/class
Hatha Yoga with Sophie
Mondays, 9:30 am to 11:00 am,
Jan 16 to Mar 20 (no class Feb 27). 9 classes.
Cost $120/session. Drop-in: $15/class.
Wednesdays, 9:30 am to 11:00 am, Jan 4 to
Mar 22. 12 classes. Cost: $160/session
**Participants in Rosedale Community
Association (RCA) classes require a valid
Rosedale Community Membership.

Rosedale Classified and News
 Volunteer needed to help with Rosedale
Reporter delivery. The route is approx. 20
houses, and is the block north of 14th Ave,
west side of 7th St and east side of 7a St.
Contact Laura at lkmargetts@gmail.com
 Rosedale Bible Study, Mondays at 2:30.
All women are invited even if you do not
reside in Rosedale. Phone Henrietta for
details, 587-586-1987
 Wanted: Old Greeting Cards for crafts.
Please call Cathie at 403-284-3926 for pick
up. Thanks!
 Guitar Lessons from an experienced
guitarist at convenient, well equipped
Rosedale home music studio. Beginner,
intermediate. All genres of music,
according to your interest and ability. Can
combine some singing and playing if that
is your interest. Recording facility
available so you can see how you sound –
great way to learn. A chance to use and
develop your talents, you’ll be glad you
did. Retirees more than welcome (great
activity) and any others (young, teen,
middle aged, whomever). Don’t put it off
any longer, playing and further developing
yourself on the guitar is exhilarating and a
lot of fun!! $40 per hour. Call John: 403284-0577.












Build warming huts along our pathway network. These tiny pop-up pavilions encourage pathway use in the winter
by providing a space to mingle with fellow Calgarians and get toasty. In Winnipeg, huts are also fanciful art
installations created through an annual design competition.
Promote ice skating across the city. The City of Calgary operates large outdoor rinks at Olympic Plaza and Prince’s
Island, with several community associations maintaining smaller local rinks. Talk with your community association
about building one. In Edmonton, the Freeze Way is a pathway-like skating route that encourages people of all ages
to strap on their skates for a lantern lit skate through City parks.
Encourage skiing in the city. In Edmonton, transit users are encouraged to “ski to LRT” with free secure cross country
ski storage at LRT stations. In Calgary, the Foothills Nordic ski club is piloting improved cross-country skiing trails at
the Confederation Park Golf Course.
Develop a four-season patio culture. Many cities have busy patios well below freezing through the use of heaters,
blankets, and protective awnings. This sparks social interactions and boosts the local restaurant scene. In our city,
hardy Calgarians line up down the street to get into the Container Bar patio on Kensington Road, even in the dead of
winter.
Shop local! Montreal sets up colourful Adirondack chairs around communal fire pits along their retail streets to
foster casual conversations and encourage shopping at local businesses. The Mount Pleasant Community used to
run a weekly get together and story-telling around a fire pit – the cut off was minus 15.
Organize local walks, events, and festivals throughout all four seasons, not just the summer.
Make transit work in all seasons by providing heated bus shelters at key locations, with priority snow clearing on
connecting sidewalks.
Plan for a winter climate. Edmonton’s new Winter City Strategy encourages the design of buildings and public spaces
to include shelter from the elements and allow for more sunlight to shine on sidewalks.

Some of these ideas require effort from the City, but others can be pioneered by Calgarians. Together, we can build a
city that is vibrant and active throughout the year. Bundle up, get outside, and embrace winter!

City of Calgary
What’s happening

More info

Be a Snow Angel!

Spring-Clean Up begins as soon as
winter ends. Do your part to help
crews sweep efficiently and effectively
by moving vehicles when your street is
scheduled for sweeping.

Calgary.ca/
Sweep

What are your kids doing for March
break? Day camp space available

Calgary.ca/
Recreation

Never say the words “I’m bored”
again. Calgary AfterSchool offers fun,
safe and FREE after school programs
for children and youth.

Calgary.ca/
AfterSchool

Winter can be a challenging time for
people to get around their
neighbourhood. A person with reduced
mobility, a parent with a stroller or even
just someone carrying bags from their
car to their door can easily slip on ice
and snow on sidewalks and pathways.
Consider helping your neighbours and
community by being a Snow Angel and
keeping walkways clear of snow and ice!

The Youth Employment Centre offers
FREE year-round services and
resources to help youth, aged 15-24,
secure employment and take the first
step in their career.

nextSteps.org

Several City-subsidized programs are
available to those who qualify.

Calgary.ca/
FairEntry

The Snow Angels campaign encourages Calgarians to look
out for those who may need assistance with snow removal.
Now in its 13 year, it’s one way that community members
can come together and help each other out.
If you, or someone you know has been helped by a Snow
Angel, call 311 or go on line to recognize them and
nominate them prizes. For more information visit
calgary.ca/SnowAngels.
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Call 311 to request an accommodation or service for a City event or meeting
The City of Calgary is committed to ensuring that all Calgarians, including anyone living with a disability, are welcome to
participate and enjoy City events, services and programs. Services like captioning, sign language interpreters, assistive
listening devices and other services are available to accommodate your needs.
Contact 311 to request an accommodation or service for any City event, including public meetings, open houses or
engagement sessions. Please provide at least two weeks’ advance notice so we can coordinate the service. We’re
committed to providing a barrier-free municipal experience for all Calgarians. Visit calgary.ca/accessibility for more
information.

Spring into nature with cool camps for kids
Looking for spring break activities to keep the kids entertained? Send them on a nature
adventure!
The City of Calgary’s nature day camps will keep your little critters busy as bees
exploring bugs, birds, buds and beyond. These week-long, action-packed adventures
provide a perfect blend of fresh air and fun where campers will learn about the natural
world and their place within it.
Nature day camps run from March 27 to 31 at the Inglewood Bird Sanctuary and Ralph
Klein Park. Half-day camps are available for children four and five years old. These bitesized adventures include daily nature walks, games and crafts. Full-day camps,
designed for children six to nine, include outdoor explorations and plant and animal
adaptation studies.
For more information or to register, visit calgary.ca/parksguide or call 403-268-3800.

CALL Events: All events take place in the Rosedale Community Hall and are free for Rosedale residents.
Here’s what is happening in the Rosedale Hall in February 2017. There are Speaker Series on different subject areas and
small interest groups.
Science and Environment Speaker Series: Wednesday, February 1st, 7:30 – 9:00 pm
Top Dog: The Ecology, History and Survival of Gray Wolves in Kananaskis and
Alberta
A subject of absolute fascination for many, gray wolves are a native, top predator
in Alberta, considered integral to the maintenance of ecological health. While few
have actually seen wolves, their presence can be confirmed by prints on trails and
the occasional howl on a moon-lit night. Melanie Percy’s presentation will highlight
various aspects of wolf ecology, social behaviour, and research techniques, as well
as personal stories of her experiences studying these amazing creatures.
Since moving to the Rocky Mountains in 1994 to study wolves, presenter Melanie
Percy has worked with both federal and provincial government, industry, and
environmental NGO’s, fulfilling her passion for wildlife and wild spaces. She
currently works as the Conservation Ecology Team Lead for Alberta Parks in the
Kananaskis Region, and is based out of Canmore.
CALL Café: Monday, February 13th, 1 – 3 pm
Studio Bell, Home of the National Music Centre, Jeni Piepgrass, Director of Development for the National Music Centre

On Canada Day 2016, Calgary became home to an exciting new national cultural institution, the National Music Centre,
housed in its new, 160,000 square foot facility, Studio Bell. How did this vision grow into a reality, and how will Calgary
benefit from having this exciting new attraction here in our own East Village? Jeni Piepgrass, Director of Development
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for the National Music Centre will tell the story of Studio Bell, Home of
the National Music Centre from its beginnings as a keyboard museum to its
present operation at Studio Bell to its vision for a vibrant musical future.
Jeni Piepgrass, CFRE, is the Director of Development for the National Music
Centre. She leads the team dedicated to raising the charitable and
sponsorship revenues required to fund the construction and operation of
Studio Bell, home of the National Music Centre. Jeni joined the NMC team
in 2009, and prior to that she had served as the Director of the Fund
Development Office at CKUA Radio and as the Director of Development and
New Media for Alberta Filmworks.
Health and Wellness Speaker Series: Tuesday, February 28th, 1 – 3 pm.
Exploring and Supporting the Resilience of LGBT people of all Ages
In this session we’ll explore what it means to be part of the LGBT community and the significance of “coming out” to
others. You’ll hear about different challenges that are faced by LGBT people at different ages and stages of life. The
unique concerns faced by transgender individuals will also be discussed. We’ll also highlight the role that friends and
family can play in supporting the resilience of someone as they experience their sexual and gender identity.
Our presenter, Kelly Ernst is the Executive Director of Calgary Outlink, a hub that promotes support and community
connectedness for all gender and sexually diverse LGBTQ+people
Treks and Travels: Wednesday, February 15th, 7:30 – 9:00 pm

Laos – Robert Lee

Laos. Landlocked and laidback, it's a unique spin on the Southeast Asian experience. Laos is traversed by the Mekong
River and known for its mountainous terrain, French colonial architecture, hilltribe settlements and Buddhist
monasteries. This land of mountains, mists and untamed natural beauty tempts with unrivalled peace and serenity.
Presenter Robert Lee is a retired neurologist and former chairman of the Department of Clinical Neurosciences at the U
of C. Since the early 1980's he has had a major interest in global medicine and medical education in developing countries
and has worked in several countries in Asia including Nepal, Philippines, Malaysia, Laos and Tajikistan. This presentation
will focus on Laos where Dr. Lee and colleagues from the U of C Faculty of Medicine have been involved in a
multifaceted program to train doctors and to improve health care in remote rural areas of the country.
Since 1999 Dr. Lee has made more than 18 trips to Laos and has travelled extensively throughout the country. In
addition to describing the education programs, he will show images and discuss the geographical, cultural and political
aspects of this fascinating country.
Latin American Issues Speaker Series: Tuesday, February 21st, 1:30 – 3:00 pm
Democracy in Brazil: Why Does It Seem That Corruption Is Getting Worse?
Since the late 1980s, when it transitioned to democracy, Brazil has had its share of highly publicized corruption scandals.
Then in 2014, it saw a massive corruption scheme make headlines all over the media: Petrobrás, the state-run oil
company lost over US$2 billion just in bribes in a money-laundering scheme involving executives and politicians. Most
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large parties have been linked to the so-called “Petrolão” scandal, which has been considered the biggest scheme in
Brazil since the late 1980s. Does that actually mean that corruption has increased in the last decades? This presentation
will examine past and current events of Brazilian politics to address why corruption seems to be getting worse – and
why, ironically, that is actually a reason to be optimistic about democracy in Brazil.
Mariana Hipólito R. Motais a Ph.D. candidate in Political Science at the University of Calgary. In Brazil, she obtained a
B.A. in Economics and an M.A. in Political Science at Universidade Federal de Pernambuco (UFPE). In November 2016,
Mariana defended her Ph.D. dissertation, which is titled “From Delegation to Limits on Presidential Power: Brazil in
Comparative Perspective” and examines the creation of limits to presidential power in weakly institutionalized
democracies through the case of Brazil. She is especially interested in comparative politics, processes of
democratization, Latin American politics (with an emphasis on Brazilian politics), and topics concerning the relationship
between democracy and corruption.
Interest Groups
 The interest group called Not So Common Law, meets on Monday, Feb. 27th, 1 – 2:30 pm. This group, led by lawyer
and former Rosedale resident, Jim Conway, explores a different law case each month. Drop-ins are welcome.
 Special Event: Mark your calendars for Thursday, March 9th, 1 – 3 pm when we have a very special presenter: Julie
Beugin, a rising young artist will give a talk about
Rosedale Community Association Volunteer Board
her development as an artist and show slides of her
President: Matthew Armstrong,
work. Julie grew up in Rosedale and currently lives
Matthew.armstrong.ma@gmail.com
and works in Berlin. And yes, she’s Sue and Ron’s
Vice-President: Angela Kokott, akokott@shaw.ca; and
daughter. More details will follow in the March
issue of the Rosedale Reporter.
Tyler Hallman, tylerhallman@hotmail.com
 Rosedale resident and UofC Professor, George
Co-Treasurers: Dave and Deb Guebert,
treasurer@myrosedale.info
Melnyk is leading a group called “Ideas, Lives, and
Secretary: Cindy Fyvie, cindyfyvie@gmail.com
Milieus: Exploring the Historical and Biographical
Development Permits: Bob Moir, 403-289-1348
Contexts of New Ideas” that meets on Wednesday
Hall Rental: Donna Anderson bdccanderson@shaw.ca
afternoons starting on March 22nd. The group
Hall Maintenance: Bill Wood, 403-862-0077
will discuss books about the generation of new
Hall Events Coordinator: John Tatlow, 284-0577
ideas in the 20th and 21St centuries. The first
Membership: Marnie Worbets, 282-6921
book At the Existentialist Café will be read in spring
Newsletter: Jennifer Edwards, Dawn Lewis, Henrietta
2017.
Koning. rosedale.reporter@gmail.com
RCA Life Cycle: David Paterson, 289-5677
Check out the CALL website for more information
Rink: Dave Guebert
about the programs and events mentioned
Tennis: David Paterson
above. http://calgarylifelonglearners.ca/
Traffic: Iain Campbell, icampbell@wkfamilylawyers.com
C.A.L.L.: Carol Gerein, 282-0672
Directors at Large: Jan Hammerlindl, Cathie Dadge

8

