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Rosedale’s Entitled Property – Henrietta Koning
There’s a plot of land in Rosedale
that could well win a mostinteresting-heritage-in-ourcommunity prize. It’s the big lot
at 920 – 7A Street, home today
to the Rosedale Hospice. The
property dominates the east side
of the short street that ends on
McHugh Bluff which according to
a 2012 Jane’s Walk of McHugh
Bluff, is speculated to have once Ex-Sheriff King home demolished in 1980 is today the site of
the Rosedale Hospice. Source: A Community Remembers
been a buffalo jump site due to
the number of buffalo skulls dug up in the area of 6th street and west.
It is not surprising therefore that 100 years ago evidence literally surfaced that
suggests the 920 – 7A Street site may possibly have been a burial ground. (Jane’s
Walk of McHugh Bluff). A number of aboriginal artifacts and skeletons were
unearthed when the property was being excavated circa 1920 in preparation for
constructing the first house to be built there, the Ex-Sheriff King Home.
Sheriff King was actually Peter Willoughby King, a Scotsman who had settled in
Ontario. He was appointed in 1886 to the Judicial District of Northern Alberta as
‘Sheriff at Calgary’. When Alberta became a province in 1905, the Sheriff, who
remained a bachelor all his life, gave up his job and thus became the Ex-Sheriff. He
retired to his ranch. Upon his death in 1920, he deemed his estate should go to
construct and maintain a home for deserving poor women and children. The home
was built at 920 – 7A Street.
According to one of the stories about the Ex-Sheriff King Home in A Community
Remembers, a history book of Rosedale by Kate Reeves, the solid red brick building
housed four two floor apartments for families and a centre section where a matron
lived who “kept an eye on things and cared for two or three older ladies”. The
storyteller who grew up in the Ex-Sheriff King Home recalls that although his mother
was destitute, “Our period of occupancy was, for me, a time of great happiness. At
our door we had a magnificent playground, the treed slope of the bank down to
Hillhurst and Sunnyside, great games of hide and seek, tree climbing, exploring, cave
digging.”
As times changed and Rosedale grew, the Ex-Sheriff King home was demolished and
in 1986 the Basilian Fathers built a home on the lot. Little information is available
about the Ukrainian priests who lived there but after seven years, 920 – 7A Street
again changed hands.
…continued on next page
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…continued from previous page.
In 1993, Calgary philanthropist Murray McCann offered to buy his wife Myrna “a place in the sun, any place, any size.”
He expected her to choose a home for herself in sunny Arizona, but instead Myrna asked him to buy the Basilian Father’s
house to be turned into a hospice. Mr. McCann still leases 920 – 7A Street to the Rosedale Hospice for $1 per year in
perpetuity. (Rosedale Reporter, May 2016, Rosedale Hospice Celebrates 20 Years of Compassionate Care by R. Galey.)
Not all Rosedale residents welcomed the idea of an end-of-life care facility in their neighborhood and the matter
became controversial. Reverend Frank Breisch, the hospice’s first Director of Spiritual Care, whose deceased wife Dort
Breisch was the first Rosedale Hospice Director back in 1993, told the Rosedale Reporter in a recent interview that some
folks had unusual preconceived notions of what a hospice actually was. He tells the story of a Rosedale resident opposed
to the hospice who was on her way to drive somewhere, when suddenly the hotdog she was eating lodged in her throat.
The choking woman knew the only place in the neighborhood where she could get help was at the hospice. She
managed to drive up the driveway and as she was staggering out of the car towards the entrance, Dort, a registered
nurse, saw her approaching, clutching at her throat. She rushed outside and executed a successful Heimlich maneuver
just as the woman was collapsing in her arms. “The woman stayed there with Dort for the rest of the day. It was like the
two were joined at the hip,” says Rev. Breisch. “The opposition simmered down drastically after this event.”
The property at 920 – 7A Street must have a lot of interesting untold stories but perhaps the best story is its journey
from giving dignity to impoverished families to today, providing peaceful surroundings for those in their final days.

We Remember Olwen Rochelle Thomas
January 23, 1948 to December 12, 2017
The Rosedale Community Association offers their condolences to Wayne Thomas and family at the
loss of his wife Olwen. The couple were editors of the Rosedale Reporter from 2010 to 2015.
Wayne explains, “Olwen was the Business Manager, Board meeting attendee, editorial assistant,
and distribution co-ordinator,” while he was editor, photographer, and writer. Their grandchildren,
Cole and Muriel Charlebois have taken over Olwen’s job as East Side Distribution Captain.
Both Olwen and Wayne, who got married in 1974, were teachers at Crescent Heights, both starting
in Social Studies. In 1976 they bought a little bungalow on Alexander Crescent.
Olwen loved Rosedale says Wayne. “She was a walker, who drove only when she had to, and the parks, walkways, and
proximity to so many places was a big deal. Like many dog-owners, Olwen met so many friends and fellow residents out
there at Crescent Park, along McHugh Bluff or on the many sidewalk routes she took with Cassy, then Buster. She loved
gardening, and our garden was open and un-fenced across 7 homes stretching from 4A to 4th St. Olwen spent hours in
the garden, and met neighbours out front as they walked by, and across the alley while working around the back. The
small scale of Rosedale, the cozy, old trees, well-kept homes, and great access to parks were all big pluses.”
Olwen always had an interest in working with children who had some disadvantage or special need according to Wayne.
She “wanted a Master’s Degree, and received a grant from the CNIB to specialize in teaching / assisting / advising the
Visually Impaired Student. She was a consultant when she started in Special Ed, and traveled through southern Alberta
on contract to other Boards who had no specialists. She eventually took over as a system co-ordinator, and then was
appointed Principal at Christine Meikle School.” (An exceptional needs school – Editor)
Wayne believes that Olwen’s “overall knowledge of Special Education and the relationship these students were to have
with the ‘regular school system’ put her at the leading edge of tailoring these services for students and families. Olwen
modelled a style of leadership that was supportive, active in improving schools for students and staff, and ensuring the
highest quality experience for all.”
On October 1st, 2017, she entered the Rosedale Hospice and was there for about 10 weeks, until her passing
on December 12. The Hospice gave Olwen and our family amazing care and support says Wayne. “Olwen and I have had
so many enjoyable years in Rosedale”, reflects Wayne. “We have always felt so privileged to be part of this
community. Thanks to our friends and neighbours too, for their kind support during the past 4-5 months.”
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2018 Rosedale Community Association
Memberships
2018 Community memberships are still available if you missed the
community membership canvasser. Your membership fee supports so
many valuable community initiatives that help make Rosedale a
special place to live. If you are participating in a community program,
you need to have a membership.
For a 2018 membership, email Marnie (marnie-jo@shaw.ca), drop off
to 750 Crescent Rd NW, or go online at www.myrosedale.info under
Memberships.

That is no house cat…

HELP WANTED:
Rewarding volunteer job with few hours.
Excellent
opportunity
to
meet neighbours and make new friends, be
part of a great team and have fun organizing
a couple of community events throughout
the year so we can make Rosedale a rosier
place to live. No experience required.
Planning meeting to be scheduled latter part
of February. Join the team today! We need a
few good men and women.

If you see a larger-than-normal spotted
Phone Carol Gerein at 403-282-0672 or
cat slinking through your yard, it might
email
Henrietta
Koning
be a bobcat. A bobcat was videoed
at rosedale.reporter@gmail.com
leaving the yard of a house
on November 4th in the 1300 block of
7A Street. On the afternoon of January
8th, a young bobcat was spotted in the 600 block of Alexander Crescent.
If you spot unusual wildlife in your yard, let us know or send a picture at Rosedale.reporter@gmail.com

You are invited to a

Rosedale Pub Night!
Featuring the Boomer Dance Party Band – celebrated and enjoyed by all – performing the best songs of
the 50s to the 80s
Where: Rosedale Community Hall, 901 – 11th Ave NW
When: Saturday, May 26th, 2018. 8:30pm to 11:30pm
What: You’ll enjoy meeting and socializing with your Rosedale neighbours.
Admission: Advance tickets $10 at www.myrosedale.info or from John Tatlow (403) 284-0577. Tickets at the door:
$15
Don’t delay. Only 100 tickets will be sold!

Great Live Music
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Rosedale Soccer

Winter Session Yoga Classes Continue:

Winter has just begun but that doesn’t mean it
isn’t time to think about soccer. Our spring
outdoor community soccer program has over 200
kids, ages 2½ to 18 from Crescent Heights and Rosedale. It
runs from late April through end of June. Registration opens
February 5th
Our U4 (kids born in 2014 and 2015), U6 (2012 and 2013) and
U8 (2010 and 2011) run Monday and Wednesday evenings at
the Rosedale Community Association and Rosedale School.
Our U10s (2008 and 2009), U12s (2006 and 2007), U14s (2004
and 2005) and U16/18s (2000 to 2003) play against other NW
Calgary communities.

All Classes: Drop-in $15/class
Yoga 4 Backs (Critical Alignment) with Bridgette
Mondays, 7:30 to 8:30 pm. Jan. 8 to Mar 19 (*no
class Feb 19).
Hatha Yoga with Sophie
Mondays, 9:30 to 11:00 am. Jan. 8 to Mar 19 (*no
class Feb 19).
Wednesdays, 9:30 am to 11:00 am. Jan. 10 to Mar
21.
**Participants in Rosedale Community Association
(RCA) classes require a valid Rosedale Community
Membership.

Volunteers needed! Helping with soccer is a fun way to meet your neighbours and help the community. Our program is
run entirely by volunteers; if we do not have enough volunteers our program will not run. Thank you for volunteering.
For more information, please visit www.myrosedale.info/soccer/

February’s HIP Project: “Feed the Animals”
This month we are going to help feed the animals who are living in our local shelters. Donate a can
of cat or dog food or a treat to chew. Or you could make a pull toy or cat nip toy or make a bowl
and paint it as a small gift. These donations will be donated to the animal shelters in Calgary
whose volunteers work hard to save, heal and find adopted homes for abandoned cats and dogs.
If you have any donations, they can be dropped off on Marnie’s doorstep @750 Crescent Rd, NW.
Please visit www.behip.ca for more information. Humanity In Practice is a movement of Calgarians who want to simply
make a difference.
*Do you love animals? Offer to walk your neighbor’s dog or take care of the class pet. Animal agencies in Calgary have
volunteer experiences where you can help clean, walk and hug the animals. Or you can become a ‘foster parent’ of an
animal waiting for a forever home.

City of Calgary: Property Tax Assessments
Happy New Year, Ward 7! The City of Calgary Property Tax Assessments were mailed out on January 4, 2018, and
assessors are providing a Customer Review Period from now until March 12, 2018. For this time period, please do not
hesitate to contact the City to review your assessment if you have any questions or concerns. Assessment can be
reached by phone at 403-268-2888 (Hearing Impaired –403-268-4889), Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. If you would like to get in touch with someone outside of these hours, please call 311.
You can find additional information on your own assessment when you log in to Assessment Search on the City of
Calgary website. You can also find an abundance of other general information at www.calgary.ca/assessment including:
-

How your property is assessed;
Where your property taxes go; and,
Important dates
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Say goodbye to winter with Calgary Recreation’s Spring & Summer
Recreation Program Guide!
Say goodbye to winter with The City of Calgary’s Spring & Summer Recreation Program Guide,
on-stands February 21. The City of Calgary offers hundreds of fun and affordable recreational
opportunities to get you and your family more active, more often this spring and summer.
Registered programs include sailing, golf, dance, swimming, summer day camps and more!
With dozens of facilities located throughout the city, there are many convenient locations for
you and your family to take part in a variety of activities, practically right in your own backyard!
Registration opens February 26. To learn more and find a program that’s right for you, visit Calgary.ca/recreation.

Responsible Pet Ownership - A message from the Federation of Calgary Communities
Pets can be a great addition to any household and community. They can provide companionship, reduce social
isolation, and be a valuable member of the family. They’re also a great way to meet your neighbours! Below are a
few tips about what it takes to be a responsible pet owner.
•
•
•
•

Dogs and cats are required to be licensed within the City of Calgary limits. The pet license is required to be
renewed on an annual basis.
When it comes to dogs, they can roam off-leash in specific designated areas across the city. However, certain
areas like playgrounds, sports fields, or cemeteries are prohibited. Dogs should always be supervised by their
owner in a public place.
Ensure to always remove your animal’s feces on public or private property – it’s quick and easy.
If you lose or come in contact with a lost pet contact 3-1-1.

For more information visit calgary.ca

Calgary Public Library

Rosedale Classified & News

Discover eResources For Kids
Our E-Library has more than a dozen free eResources just for kids,
including read-along storybooks, children’s eBooks, interactive
encyclopedias, and an animated language learning course. You
can also subscribe to personalized librarian-recommended books
for kids, or get expert online schoolwork help that’s aligned with
the Alberta curriculum. Explore all our free eResources for kids at
calgarylibrary.ca/e-library.
…continued on next page
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➢ Tutoring Help: A 20 year veteran of teaching
high school, I am available to help students
struggling with predominantly Social Studies.
$50 per hour. Contact me at
allisonhone@me.com
➢ Rosedale Women’s Bible Study Mondays at
2:30. All women are invited even if you do not
reside in Rosedale. Phone Henrietta for
details, 587-586-1987.
➢ Guitar Lessons from an experienced guitarist
at well equipped Rosedale home music
studio. Beginner, intermediate. All genres of
music, according to your interest and
ability. Can combine some singing and playing
if that is your interest. Recording facility
available so you can see how you sound –
great way to learn. A chance to use and
develop your talents, you’ll be glad you
did. Retirees more than welcome (great
activity) and any others (young, teen, middle
aged, whomever). Don’t put it off any longer,
playing and further developing yourself on the
guitar is exhilarating and a lot of fun!!
$40/hour. Call John: 403-284-0577

Spotlight On Membership Benefits: Free Printing: Did you know your free Calgary Public Library card gives you $5 of
free printing every month? This monthly credit allows you to print up to 50 black and white pages or 25 colour pages.
Visit calgarylibrary.ca/membership-benefits to learn more. Not a Library member? Sign up for your free Library card at
calgarylibrary.ca/card or visit any Library location.

Find Free Programs For Everybody: Whether you’re a parent with young children, a newcomer looking for advice, or
an entrepreneur wanting to boost your skills, we have a free program for you. Library Connect, our program guide, has
information on more than 100 free programs offered. Download Library Connect at calgarylibrary.ca or pick up a copy at
your community library.

Citizen Science
Alberta’s 2016-17 Christmas Bird Count (CBC) results are now in with 1310 species identified on a single
day in the province. Calgary had the highest count with a total of 63 species. A total of 247 volunteers
participated on Calgary’s count day, including bird feeder observers. Edmonton has us beat with 456
volunteers.
This CBC has been dubbed “The Year of the Crow” since the American Crow comes up as the most abundant species in
Canada, followed by European Starling, Canada Goose, Mallard, Snow Goose and Black-capped Chickadee.
The Christmas Bird Count is an annual event where people count birds in a specific area on a specific day. The numbers
they collect provide important data about bird population trends that can help the country’s conservation efforts. This
year was the 117th CBC. The first count was initiated by an American ornithologist on Christmas Day in 1900 but today
the CBC takes place annually on a day chosen by local organizers, anywhere between December 14 to January 5.
Nature Calgary organizes our city’s CBC every year. They are always looking for new volunteers to sign up. Visit:
www.naturecalgary. The information contained in this article is from:
www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count

Richard Palibroda
Over 30 years of real estate
sales in Rosedale

Remax Real Estate (Central): 403-560-0061
palibror@telus.net
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Best of Calgary Wants To Hear From You!
Though the physical limits of our city may match the size of Manhattan while hosting a population one-tenth the size of
NYC there are still so many amazing things happening from one corner to another --be it the deep south or our most
Northern point -- that Calgarians can have a difficult time staying on top of the best that this city has to offer.
Too often we cocoon in our communities rather than venture beyond our neighbourhood borders to see what's out
there. But what if there was somewhere you could easily access all the great things happening in Calgary and be
informed about how much Calgary has grown and continues to grow, both culturally and physically? That's why Best of
Calgary was created – to showcase to tourists and locals alike the best of what’s offered in the areas of food and drink,
shopping and services, and arts and culture.
From January 24 to February 28, we're asking Calgarians from all pockets of the city to tell us where they love to shop,
eat or just hang out, who they think are the best musicians or artists, and where their favourite places are in the city.
Please visit bestofcalgary.city for more information and to have your voice heard in our survey of 100 categories.
The 2018 results will be released in early May, and Calgarians will have an opportunity to experience some of the "Best
of" winners first-hand during Best of Calgary Ideas Week, running throughout the last week of May.

Calgary Association of Lifelong Learners (CALL) Events:
Regretfully, as of this January the CALL Café and the speaker series that have been held at the Rosedale Hall since 2011
have been relocated to the Varsity Acres Presbyterian Church at 4612 Varsity Drive NW. This change has come about to
take pressure off the parking situation around Rosedale’s Hall, and it is on a trial basis until June 2018. A number of
CALL’s small interest groups continue to meet at the Hall on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 10 am – 12
noon or from 1 – 3 pm. The Bridge group meets on Thursdays from noon until 3:30 pm.
Rosedale residents are welcome to attend for free the CALL groups that meet at the Hall and also the events being held
at Varsity Acres Presbyterian Church. These are the presentations being held there in February. For more information,
check the CALL website at: http://calgarylifelonglearners.ca
Science and Environment Lecture Series: Tuesday, February 6th, 7:30 – 9:00 pm
Material Sustainability in a Circular Economy
In 2003, corrosion was estimated to cost the Canadian economy $46 billion dollars a year! This cost encompasses the
degradation of manufactured items and the measures taken (e.g. painting and coating) to prevent that deterioration
from occurring. This impact is real; cars rust, pipelines leak into the environment, bridges fall down, trains derail. The
presentation will show what effect corrosion has on our lives - degradation of our infrastructure, environmental
damage, cost of repair and replacement, endangerment due to equipment failure, etc. A significant proportion of these
costs can be avoided by better design and engineering. An international organization - the National Association of
Corrosion Engineers (NACE) - has led the struggle to minimize the impact of corrosion on society. Measures have been
developed to extend service life and better care for our goods and structures.
Sandy Williamson is a graduate of Queens University and is currently the immediate Past President of NACE
International. He has worked as an engineer and a consultant in the petroleum industry for over thirty-seven years.
While in his executive position he was deeply involved in developing NACE’s ongoing strategies to deal with corrosion.
CALL Café: Monday, February 12th, 1 – 3 pm Trans-Pacific Mobilities: The Chinese and Canada
China has one of the most mobile populations in the world: estimates indicate that the number of Chinese living outside
its borders by 2030 will be over 52 million, a movement that is shaping cultures, economies and politics throughout the
globe, particularly in the context of China’s growing international influence.
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Dr. Lloyd Wong is an Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Calgary who specializes in the topics of race
and ethnicity, immigration, and globalization and development. He has recently edited a book on Trans-Pacific
Mobilities: The Chinese and Canada (2017), and will discuss this movement of people as it relates to Canada—currently
the second most popular destination for Chinese migrants.
Treks and Travels: Wednesday February 21, 2018, 7:30 – 9:00 pm Myanmar
In December 2012/January 2013 six of us went to Myanmar (Burma), a trip that I will
remember for many good reasons, but most of all, people. At the time, Myanmar was still
under the military dictatorship, under international sanctions and not a major travel
destination. We spent 3 weeks traveling around and had a great time. I will always
remember Burma as one of my favorite destinations.
Zorica lived in Vancouver prior to moving to Calgary thinking that she will stay in Calgary for
no more than 2 years, go
Rosedale Community Association Volunteer Board
hiking in the Rockies, and
President: Tyler Hallman, president@myrosedale.info
then return to the west
Past President: Matthew Armstrong,
coast. That was in 1997
pastpresident@myrosedale.info
and 20 years later she is still
Photos by CALL
Vice-President: Angela Kokott,
hiking and snowshoeing in the Rockies.
vicepresident@myrosedale.info
Health and Wellness Speaker Series: Tuesday, February
Co-Treasurers: Dave and Deb Guebert,
treasurer@myrosedale.info
27, 2018 1:00 - 3:00 PM
Secretary: Cindy Fyvie, secretary@myrosedale.info
What Does It Mean To Age Well?
Development Permits: James Reid,
development@myrosedale.info
What does it mean to age well? Why are so many
Hall Rental: Donna Anderson bdccanderson@shaw.ca
people (and the media) focused on anti-aging versus
Hall Events Coordinator: vacant
aging well? What are you doing now to age well? Come
Membership: Marnie Worbets, 282-6921, & Cathie
and hear about the latest research on predictors of
Dadge
successful aging. You might be pleasantly surprised!
Newsletter: Jennifer Edwards, Dawn Lewis, Henrietta
Koning. rosedale.reporter@gmail.com
Candace Konnert, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor of
RCA Life Cycle: David Paterson, 289-5677
Psychology at the University of Calgary. She received
Rink: Dave Guebert
her Ph.D. in clinical psychology (with a specialty in
Tennis: David Paterson
aging). She teaches undergraduate and graduate
Traffic: Iain Campbell, campbellcollablaw@gmail.com
courses in aging and regularly presents on the topic of
C.A.L.L.: Carol Gerein, 282-0672
successful aging to community-based audiences.
Directors at Large: John Tatlow
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